
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



+ 



179 
Bnt a=bd/ i /(b t -c t ). 

. F= » i™ ^ r - ^ -28in-'(g/c)3-(4rfe/3)i/(c*-<») 
2d 



{ 2 6..in-[./^(^-5-)] + ^-86.).in-^(4^$-) } . 



3,/(6 8 -c ! ) 

A good solution, with diagram, was received from J. SCBEFFBS. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF SYLVESTER ROBINS. 



Sylvester RobinB was born in Union Township, Unterdon County, New 
Jersey, December 14, 1834, and died at his home in North Branch, New Jersey, 
April 25, 1900, in the 66th year of his age. 

During early boyhood, he attended the common school in the neighbor- 
hood, and very early manifested a deep interest in his studies. 

At the age of 12 he entered the preparatory school of Rev. John Derveer, 
D. D., at Easton, Pennsylvania, where he continued for six years, during the 
last two years of which he was employed as assistant teacher. During the years 
from 1852 to 1873, Mr. Robins was engaged as teacher at Cedar Grove, Read- 
ington, and Bloomsberg, New Jersey, and for six and a half years at Easton, 
Pennsylvania. 

In 1858 Mr. Robins was married to Miss Sarah J. Bird, and of this mar- 
riage there were born seven children — one of whom is Edward R. Robins, In- 
structor in Mathematics in Albany Academy, Albany, New York, and who is 
the author of Algebra Reviews, a small book published by Ginn & Co. before its 
author had reached the age of 21. 

Mr. Robins loved mathematics and lamented the fact that his early op- 
portunities had been so limited, and delighted to revel in finding series of ration- 
al triangles, rational trapezoids, or rational parallelopipeds, for which he found 
"keys." Numerous problems of this character are proposed by him in the 
Monthly, and in the Mathematical Magazine and Mathematical Visitor published 
by Dr. Artimas Martin. It was somewhat surprising, how, in continued frac- 
tions from different numbers he would see the "key" to some kind of a mathe- 
matical figure. In his last letter to Mr. C. A. Roberts, an intimate friend of his 
and a mathematician interested in very much the same line of investigation, Mr. 
Robins wrote, "I hope you will indulge the spirit in which I write and pardon 
the writer, who can no more help his desire to ask you for aid, than he can es- 
cape the sight of triangles in the leaves, or of parallelopipeds in the bricks under 
his feet." 

Mr. Robins was a contributor to the Monthly from the first, and there 
are yet a number of his contributions in his favorite line of work in the hands of 
the editor. 



